ADAMS TOWNSHIP
 Planning Commission
Work Session
July 20, 2026

The Work Session meeting of the Adams Township Planning Commission was held on Monday, July 20, 2026, at the Adams Township Municipal Building located at 690 Valencia Road, Mars, PA 16046. 

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

The following members of the Planning Commission were present: Marty McKinney, Liz McMeekin, Jeff McCormick, Bob Downie, Jim Craig, Robert Foltz, and Andy Kennedy.  Also, present was Township Solicitor Sean Gallagher, Township Engineer Ron Olsen, Code Officer Joe Julian, and Suzanne Hanovick Recording Secretary.  
 
CURATIVE AMENDMENT 

Data Centers
Mr. McKinney opened the discussion, noting that Mr. Gallagher had provided information on the three topics for review and discussion.
Mr. Gallagher asked which district would be preferred for Data Centers. Mr. Olsen stated that, provided a Conditional Use Hearing should be required, the Township would retain control over unexpected issues.
Mr. Gallagher asked whether the Industrial District and the 228 Overlay would be appropriate locations with a Conditional Use Hearing. The Commissioners discussed size limits and ordinance provisions to protect residents. Mr. Craig stated that solar facilities were more appealing than Data Centers. Mr. Olsen said that, to preserve the rural character, the centers should not exceed one-third of the development. Mr. Foltz said he was familiar with these facilities and had completed electrical installation work for one in Bridgeville and one at North Pointe. Mr. Julian displayed both locations on the screen for discussion. Mr. McKinney stated that a baseline is needed for the Township. 

Power Plants
Mr. Gallagher explained that generation plants are fueled by coal, natural gas, or oil. He stated that they would require a Conditional Use Hearing and would be permitted only in the Industrial District. Mr. Gallagher also noted that public water and sewer would be mandatory, with at least one parking space required per 8,000 square feet.
Mr. Gallagher further noted that the minimum lot size should be 30 acres and that a woodland buffer at least 100 feet deep should be maintained along all exterior boundaries of the power plant development.

Solar Energy Systems
Mr. Gallagher explained that there are two types of solar energy systems.
The distinction is based on the scale of the system and who uses the power.
An Accessory Solar Energy System generates electricity primarily for on-site use, such as a rooftop system on a house, and is permitted in all districts. Sizing of residential systems was discussed.
Mr. McKinney left the meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
A Principal Solar Energy System operates as a utility-scale power plant and sends electricity for off-site use. It would be permitted as Conditional Use in the RC, RAL, Route 228 Overlay, and Industrial Districts. Mr. McCormick expressed concern about abandonment after 20 to 30 years and whether an ordinance should be adopted.
Further discussion will take place at upcoming meetings.

ADJOURNMENT
On a motion by Jim Craig and seconded by Andy Kennedy, the meeting was adjourned, 6:00 p.m.  
