ADAMS TOWNSHIP
 Planning Commission
Work Session
May 18, 2026

The Work Session meeting of the Adams Township Planning Commission was held on Monday, May 18, 2026, at the Adams Township Municipal Building located at 690 Valencia Road, Mars, PA 16046. 

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

The following members of the Planning Commission were present: Marty McKinney, Liz McMeekin, Jeff McCormick, Bob Downie, Jim Craig and Robert Foltz, Andy Kennedy.  Also, present was Township Solicitor Sean Gallagher, Township Engineer Ron Olsen, Code Officer Joe Julian, and Suzanne Hanovick Recording Secretary.   

Buffer yards
Mr. McKinney opened the discussion by stating that Mr. Gallagher had proposed revisions to the buffer yard intended to improve business visibility and prevent businesses from being obscured by trees. He explained that, after five years or more, businesses have experienced hardship with the types of trees currently required.
Mr. Gallagher asked where and how thick & thin do you want the screening to be.
He said buffer yard F will completely be deleted. There was much discussion about less canopy and evergreen trees and adding more shrubs.
Mr. Gallagher stated reducing the buffer yard along Route 228 and increasing the buffer yard in residential areas excluding along residential driveways. He said all buffer yards should be placed in the Conservation Easements. This will protect the homeowners and allows the Township to have the authority to make whoever restore the Conservation Easement if they were to encroach. 
Mr. Tim Stack, who lives at 240 Forsythe Road, was present. He stated that he has been in landscaping for years. Mr. Stack said, depending on the location of the business they will have different height differentials which would require a different landscaping design for each elevation. Mr. McKinney acknowledged that point, but said the goal is simply to establish a basic buffer yard standard that remains appropriate for the Township.

There was also a discussion on residential entry gates and the emergency services not being able to enter. Mr. Gallagher will prepare a revised draft for discussion at the June 3rd Planning Commission meeting.

Data Centers and Power Plants
Mr. Gallagher asked the Planning Commissioners if they felt the Industrial District and the 228 Overlay were appropriate. Everyone agreed both districts were suitable. Mr. Gallagher stated that all uses must comply with the applicable ordinance requirements.
Mr. Bob Foltz stated that he has worked on the installation of numerous data centers and power plants. There was discussion regarding negative information the public has received, although the underlying facts remain unclear. Further discussion will take place at a future meeting.

Shane Kaclik was present and said he had two questions. He wanted to make sure existing vegetation counted as adequate landscape buffer. Mr. McKinney said yes, it does.

He also stated that, since there had been discussion about Route 228 and the overlay, he wanted to know whether there had been any progress on expanding the overlay to parallel streets, as that topic had been mentioned multiple times in the past. Mr. McKinney said it is on the list.

ADJOURNMENT
6:00P.M.
